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NN 9 MYNYUNI MIPVYN .N
N. The importance of the Hanukkah light, and which comes first

B. Shabbat 23b 27y 39 NAY Y33 NNRIn
Rava said: It is obvious to me [that if one must choose 73 :70 NOVWS N17 NN
between] the house light and the Hanukkah light, the Y72 93 - D2NN 9 M2
former is preferable, on account [of the importance] of 73 .IN12 DYV DWN ,PTY
the peace of the home; [between] the house light and Y1°2 7 - DYN VIYTP) 1’1
[wine for] the Shabbat Kiddush, the house light is *¥Y31 .Y1’2 DY DWN ,PTY
preferable, on account of the peace of the home. Rava D1 YIYTPY 12NN 7 : NI
asked: What [if the choice lies between] the Hanukkah -~ 7Y 0N WVIYDP NN
lamp and Kiddush [wine]: is the latter more important, 721N ) : NDDOT IN y VINT
because it is more frequent (a Rabbinic principle for XD 2013 DWnH ,PTY
giving priority to mitzvot performed more frequently); 1 : OV 3TN NOVINRT N2
or perhaps the Hanukkah lamp is preferable, on account >A1973 DIWND ,PTY 15N
of publicizing the miracle? After asking, he resolved it .ND”

himself: The Hanukkah lamp is preferable, on account of
publicizing the miracle.

Rashi hida k)
The house light and the Hanukkah light — the house 9) - 12N 9 Y"1 M)
light on Shabbat, when s/he is poor and doesn't have 5 PN MY NI ,NAva 3
enough money to buy oil for two lights. BRI MY nup‘; 19
Peace of the home — and so it is said later on (Shabbat PINNR M - INA mb\v
25b) "My being is bereft of peace" (Lamentations 317) AR (3 ,ﬂD n:l\))) ]DP‘J
this refers to lighting a lamp for Shabbat, for the people -y NPYTN N - OV DIYWUN
of one's house suffer if they must dwell in darkness. PIYOLNN A NIV ,NavA

SN2 vy
Questions:

1. Why are Shabbat candles more important than Hanukkah candles, and Hanukkah
candles more important than Kiddush [wine] on Shabbat? What is the logic or
reasoning behind each answer?

2. What does "Pirsumei Nisa" — publicizing the miracle — mean? Does its meaning
change if it is a communal, familial, or individual obligation?
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159990 NN MINIGT 9N 39,110 M) NPYTH NIt A
a. The time of lighting the Hanukkah lamps,

and who is supposed to see them?

B. Shabbat 21b 27y N9 NaVY 2733 11399
Its observance [lighting the Hanukkah lamp] is from TY N0NN YpYNVYND NMXN
sunset until there is no wayfarer in the street. Does that XN .pyWn 0 2 Noonv
not mean that if it goes out [within that period] it must 0T TN NNAD ORT ,IND
be relit? — No, it means either that if one has not yet lit it, ~ POTN ND ONT \ND - 11D
s/he may still light it within that time period, or TV SNVYD ) ONY LPOTH
alternatively [it refers to] a minimum quantity: that one TY) - ,i?IVWN N0 27 Nbonv
must use enough oil to allow it to burn for that amount 713N 73 921 127 ION - NND
of time [regardless of when it actually is lit]. “Until there N>23T T¥ 19N 37 DN
is no wayfarer in the street.” Until when [is that]? - INTIDINT NI
Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in R. Yohanan's name: Until

the Palmyreans have departed.

A minimum quantity - i.e. it should have this amount yyw N1 NY - mRI A,
of oil. However, if it went out, one does not need to DX YD) NN NYVWD
relight it. Y PIPY PN - NN
The Palmyreans — the name of a nation, gatherers of gy - YNTININT NYII
twigs, who wait outside until the others go home at DOPT DONY OVPYN [ NMIN

nightfall and light fire in their homes, and when they py55yqy Ty PV P2OYNN)
need wood, come outside and buy from them. 7OUNYN DMYMY PN M1

NN DN DY
DINNY - DNYD PIINWI)
RIalARIANP)

Tosafot A"A}))
That if one did not yet light, s/he should still light. - - ‘p)b‘l’)g P?b‘[’N NY 'NT
But from then on it is too late. R.Y. Porat says that one RalyaRimiy -[‘;,m INON 5aN
should be careful to light at night immediately, so as not 99 T N 791 ININ
to postpone it too much; however, if one was late, s/he XoWw T N2 PHTIN
should still light because of the doubt, since another 9953y ONTD N NN
reason was given as well [i.e. if the reason is "nywb" - "for P"J'f’ LMON DN, 00PN
the minimum quantity”, it wouldn't matter when one lights )y NWN NNT ,POON
during the night, as long as one lit a light that would burn for N9 PNYY 1199 NINN
the amount of time from sunset until there are no more wood- =99y 3

gatherers in the street. - HCL-Y] And to R. Yitzhak it ;373;.;{5232-\?:;‘ bn; ;an]?;’{:
seems that nowadays it is not important when one ryynq) ],‘7,57,9 MNY 1IN
lights; it's not meant to be noticed except by those who

live in our homes anyway, since we light inside.

Questions:

1. To whom was "Pirsumei Nisa" directed in Talmudic times? To whom was it directed
in the Tosafot's time? To what do you attribute this change? Should this affect the
times during which the Hanukkiah may be lit?

2. Is"Pirsumei Nisa" mandatory or merely an added beautification?
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1079971 NN L)
. Where do we light?

B. Shabbat 21b 27y N9 NAY 233 YN
Our Rabbis taught: It is incumbent to place the MXN 72NN 9 NI NN
Hanukkah lamp by the door of one's house on the -XYN2D Y2 NNI oy NNNND
outside; if one dwells on an upper floor, he places it at NN - 7YY 9T PN DN
the window nearest the street. But in times of danger .02 mvao NoMON NoNA

it is sufficient to place it on the table. 5y NN - NODN  NYV)
T NNOVY
Rashi 'Y

On the outside — for the sake of publicizing the ND? 21079 DwWwnN - \{11'\3)3
miracle ("Pirsumei Nisa"). And not in public space, but y98N2 NDN D290 MY X))
rather in one's courtyard, since their houses opened SNND PMIND PN PNAY

into a courtyard. PRY - ﬂ”‘?”:l 7 791 ON)
If one dwells on an upper floor — and therefore has DV INMNY 118N DIPN 1Y

no place in his/her courtyard to place it. NON T D9 - IINMN
Places it — indoors, next to a window which opens D,’:l'\ﬂ MYI9 TINON

D»DI90 ONY NNV - NIDON
93 YYD ROV DN DM PN
,ONOY NI NTAY N33 NON

AN, D) PV PININTD

onto public space.

Danger —for the Persians had a law that on their
holiday no candles may be lit except in their temples
of idolatry, as is mentioned in Gittin (17a).

B. Shabbat 22a N”Y 25 NAVY 2923 TNIHN
If a Hanukkah lamp is placed above twenty cubits 19¥02 NNV NN DY 7
[from the ground] it is unfit.. Rabbah said: The VAN ... 12109 - NNN DIWYN
Hanukkah lamp should be placed within the NNYINY M¥ND NINN 7 : N2
handbreadth nearest the door. And where is it placed?- X3 NS> NOMON NHVA
R. Aha son of Rava said: On the right side: R. Shemuel N277T 192 NNONX 219 7Y PN
of Difti said: On the left side. And the law is, on the left, 7NYAY 17 PN NN

so that the Hanukkah lamp shall be on the left and the INRNPYN N YNATN
mezuzah on the right. YD ONNYN - RNODOM

DNNDVHN  NONN D XNV
RRANANRINLYA)

Rashi hida k)
It is unfit — for eyes don't reach it above twenty cubits, N)Y N2 NOYY NYT - NP0
and [hence] there is no publicizing of the miracle N3OV ,NNN DMVYN NYYND
("Pirsumei Nisa"). NDHOIMDYS
Should be placed - in the courtyard or in the public yy qyna - TNMNAY PIND
space within the handbreadth nearest the door, for if TINDN NOVA DX MY
s/he were to place it further away from the door, it is 9 9NY NPINTY DRY ,NNAY
not clear that the owner of the house placed it there. 30 SYAY 999 1PN - NNON
On the right side — when s/he enters his/her home, on .oV IN)N
his/her right.
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Mezuzah - it is established that it must be on the right, Y725 YNO»N52 - \RANA
as it says (Deuteronomy 6:9) "your house", meaning, in RR)a}p)
the way you enter, and when a person starts walking, POAT Y RO - DINRN

s/he lifts his/her right foot first. ") ,TNNO2 TIT - TNYA dNOT
APY RIDIT MIYID - VINR IPY
NWI]

Questions
1. What is the significance of where the Hanukkah lamps are placed? How does this
affect the "Pirsumei Nisa"?
2. Who is the intended audience of the "Pirsumei Nisa", during different political
situations?
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