Tu BiShvat — How Green is Our Judaism? SOURCE SHEET

This E-Shiur is made possible by a generous grant from Temple Zion Israelite Center, Miami, Florida
It is dedicated to the memory of the 44 people who lost their lives in the Carmel Forest fire.

SOURCE 1 —The "Minor Holiday" called Tu B'Shvat

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1 N,N MIYN YN NMawn
There are four New Years. On the first of : 0N DNIYOURY MYIIN
Nisan is the New Year for Kings and for 0293751 022505 VA KT 1912 TN

. . . NN WYND MV YN DIYNI ThNa
festivals; on the first of Elul is the New Year U TR, DT WY 229 IR 139
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for the tithe of animals; Rabbi Eliezer and ,MY219) PLRYYY DNWH MVYN YN W1 TN
Rabbi Shimon say, on the first of Tishrei. On PP NV
the first of Tishrei is the New Year for years,

for Sabbatical years, for Jubilee years, for SNV 17299275 170N MIVN UNY ,02W3 THN
planting, and for vegetables. I3 9VY NUNNI N 55N 22

On the first of Shevat is the New Year for
trees according to the School of Shammai.
The School of Hillel says on the fifteenth
thereof.

Note: the first and third "new years" are used primarily to determine when we start counting, for
various purposes, e.g., the year of the reign of the king, counting for the Sabbatical year of the
land (shmitta) and Jubilee year, etc. The second and fourth fix the dates for "tithes," the 10%
annual taxes on newborn livestock and on produce from the land for the Levites (first tithe), and
for pilgrimage trips to Jerusalem or for local poor people (second tithe, ma‘aser sheni, and the
tithes for the poor, ma‘aser ani) according to a seven year cycle. In the last (4™) case, rosh
hashana la'ilan, tree-fruit that budded before the determining date may not be tithed for tree-fruit
that budded after the date and vice versa (akin to income and expenses today, from before or after
December 31). The same is true for determining whether the fruit is produce of the shmitta year
and needs to be treated accordingly.

Question: Do these dates have any religious significance? For a very different set of key dates,
see Mishnah 1:2 (not included here).

SOURCES 2 —The Agricultural Significance of the 15" Shvat

Talmud Bavli Rosh Hashana 14a: R. 7 DN NYON I NN - N7Y T MIYH UNY
Eleazar said in the name of R. Oshia: MY DY T INY DNIN : NIYUIN
Because by then the greater part of the year's
rain has fallen.

Jerusalem Talmud, Rosh Hashana 1:2: PN YT IR TY TN T NPV AT 2 NITA X P9
Rabbi Ze'ira said: Up to now they have lived MYN 0 PN N 7220 12210 573V MY 200
N3N

from last year's rain; from now on they live
from the coming year's rain.

Talmud Bavli Rosh Hashana 15b: Our PP IOINY 1N : N 27¥ 10 MIYH YN
Rabbis taught: If the fruit of a tree blossoms V70 NN, NIIVY MYI IWYNN ‘;3\’)3 V'O 0P
before the 15" of Shvat, it is tithed for the ININ MY WYNH I3

outgoing year; if after the 15" of Shvat, it is
tithed for the incoming year.

Questions
1) s there a difference between the first and second sources, and if so what?
2) What does the 3" source add?



SOURCES 3 - God's Command to Adam to Work and Protect the Earth

Gen 2:15: "The Lord God took the man and
placed him in the Garden of Eden, I'ovda
ul'shomra, to till it and tend it."
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Ibn Ezra: to till it: to water the garden; and
to tend it: from all the animals, lest they
come in and pollute (foul) it

9917 - A9V ; PN MPYND - NTaYY :NITY JaN
AMADN DY IDID NIV RPN

Radak: He put him there to work the land,
weeding and hoeing for vegetables and trees
for his food, and to guard it from animals and
birds as best he could.
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Question: What is radical about Radak's explanation?

SOURCES 4 The First ""Protected Species"

Deut 20:19 When you besiege a city a long
time... you shall not destroy its trees, by
wielding an axe against them. You may eat
of them, but you shall not cut them down;
for is the tree of the field a person, to
withdraw from before you into the siege?
20 Only trees that you know do not yield
food may be destroyed; you may cut them
down, to construct bulwarks against the city
you are at war with, until it falls.
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Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 6:8

And this applies not just during siege, but
everywhere — one who cuts down a fruit-tree
in a destructive way receives lashes.

 N9YN I P9 DY MHAYN , D3N
1PON NSIPN DI : DIPN D92 NON,TAD2 NN N
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Question: What is the apparent scope of the prohibition in the verse (time, place, circumstances)?

How does it appear in the Rambam?

SOURCES 5 The Limits of Immunity

Mishnah Shevi'it 4:10: How much should
an olive-tree produce that it should not be cut
down? A quarter (of a kav); Rabban Shimon
ben Gamliel says: It all depends on the kind
of olive-tree.

MNP NDY NPT N NN 29,4 YAY NIYN
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Baba Kama 91b: Rav says: A palm tree
bearing one kav of fruit may not be cut down.
An objection was raised (from Mishna
Shevi'it, above, about olives). (The response)
Olives are different; they are more valuable.

NIP WOT NOPT 127 0N : 27 NS NP Naa
N9Y P12 N 1102 1IN0 . INNPNY NON
DDYNT DT INY Y2 I8P

Note: a kav was a measure of volume about 33.6 cubic inches or 6 eggs. (6 Eggs (Bezah) =1
Log, 4 Log =1 Kav; in modern equivalent, a kav is about 2 liters.)

Questions

1) Why are there different measures for different fruits/produce? Why might there be
different measures even for one category, e.g. olives?
2) Is the farmer likely to be pleased or displeased by these measures? What is the effect on

his ability to use his trees?




SOURCES 6 Relative Value

Baba Kama 91b-92a: Rabina said: If its
value (for other purposes) exceeds that of its
fruit, it is permitted (to cut it down)...

When Rav Hisda saw certain palms among
the vines, he said to his field laborers:
"Remove them with their roots. Vines can
buy palms but palms cannot buy vines."
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Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 6:8 ...But one
may cut them down if they cause damage to
other trees or to another's field, or if they can
be used for greater value. The Torah only
forbids wanton destruction.
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Question: What does Rav Hisda's statement about vines and palms teach us about the “ecology"

of trees planted for their produce?

SOURCE 7 —Fragile: Don't Drop!

Midrash Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13
"Consider God's doing! Who can straighten
what He has twisted?" (Eccles 7:13) When
the Holy One created the first human being,
God took him and led him around all the
trees of the Garden of Eden and said to him:
Behold my works, how beautiful they are. All
that | have created is within your domain.
Take care, therefore, that you do not
destroy My world, for if you do, there will
be no one to fix it right after you.
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SOURCE 8 - Priorities

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai used to say: If
you are holding a sapling in your hand and
someone tells you, '‘Come quickly, the
messiah is here!’, first finish planting the tree
and then go to greet the messiah (Avot
d'Rabbi Natan, B, chapter 31).
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Summary Questions:

1. Inwhat ways has Rabbinic legislation both expanded and contracted the Torah's
prohibition in Deut 20:19 (Source 4, above)?
2. What are the implications of this Rabbinic legislation for our conduct and activities

today?




