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The Shehehiyanu Blessing and Tu BiShvat E-Shiur Sourcesheet

1. Talmud Yerushalmi Kiddushin 4:12 (66b)

NTN7 wwn 11Y7 1 DR X710 1Y DKW an 7 v jpwnt 1T N7 DX T'NY 21 0w [nd MY et M
NNWA XTN N7' 721 [IN2 7OK1 ['0M19 N7 Nxni KNyinY

Rabbi Hezkiah, Rabbi Kohen in the name of Rav: In the future a person will give an accounting
for everything that his eyes saw and he did not eat. Rabbi [E]liezer took this teaching seriously.
He saved his coins so that he might eat of everything once a year.

2. Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 40b

AT XIMN M1 KNTA KIPN KIK MK DTN 2 NDK D
NN 7 X'YaM K D17 K'YAm K K7 NIYA 17 K

When | (Rabbah) came to the home of Rav Yehudah, he (Rav Yehudah) said: | even say Shehehiyanu over
new squash.

He (Rabbah) responded to him: | am not asking whether it is permitted [to recite Shehehiyanu on Rosh
Hashanah]; | am asking whether it is obligatory [to recite it].

3. Rashi

AT XI'AX MW7 NIwN NYTN NY7T ANN "IRWD
When | see new squash from year to year | say Shehehiyanu.

4. Mishneh Torah Berachot 10:2

2"NNY NN INYRY N7NN2 NIYY NIwn UTNNAN M9 ARNN
One who sees fruit which is new from year to year — on first seeing it should recite Shehehiyanu

5. Tosafot (Berachot 49b s.v. hatam)

11"NNY 2N 78 TN N9 'O DI
And so too all new fruit when he eats it he blesses Shehehiyanu.

6. Mishnah Berachot 9:3

1N"'NNY 71N NN 0'YTN 070 N2 WTN N nia
One who builds a new house or buys new clothing (things), recites Shehehiyanu

7. Shulchan Aruch Orach Hayim 223:3
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One who builds a new house or buys new clothing (things) even if he already has things like
them; or he bought them and returned and bought them again, recites the Shehehiyanu
blessing each time, and not necessarily [if these items are] new for it also applies to old (second
“new” was to exclude if he sold them and bought them back.

8. Brachot 58b

[AT? YN NP1 1'NAY N2 NIR O D' AINKYT 111N IR RN 17 [2 YYIn' 20 NN
ANX7 K78 270 | NdNWN NNn 'R 220 KD NN N2 JNIK - WTN WY DY INKRYT 0T
STaIR 225 Mt 2% nnd 'mindwa” (AtX7 0Y70N) KXY ,WUTN YWY DY

R. Joshua b. Levi said: One who sees a friend after a lapse of thirty days says: Blessed is He who has kept
us alive and preserved us and brought us to this season. If after a lapse of twelve months he says:
Blessed is He who revives the dead. Rav said: The dead is not forgotten till after twelve months, as it
says: “l am forgotten as a dead man out of mind; | am like a lost vessel”. (Psalms 31:13)

Something to consider

Source 2 notes that the blessing over fruits is reshut - voluntary. Rabbinic authorities debated
the meaning of this term.

a. Sefer Eshkol (Rabbi Avraham Av Beit Din from Narvonne), Laws of Blessings of Thanksgiving
INTI D7 'TN'RT NMNAT7 XN NIYA IRT XN NIYA XNTN RPN (AT 21K DT DNN INANT 'R0l
TNM 'WA X7T NaINN RI9K?1,N'Y7 TN K7 WA RN TN WA IRT NN NIWA KX,V Nan
N1y
What does it mean there when we say the Shehehiyanu on a new squash is voluntary? Not
that it is entirely voluntary. For if one sees it, one must certainly say the blessing over it.

Rather voluntary means that a person has a choice to see it or not see it. This means to
exclude the obligation to pursue [seeing] it.

b. Beit Yosef, Orach Hayim 225:7 (Rabbi Yosef Karo)
c. Beit Yosef, Orach Hayim 225:7 (Rabbi Yosef Karo)

D NN K 1'0NA (DY) ['2WN 792 2719 Q10T VI ... NAIN W K71 [N NIWAY W 19X NidNA
NIN KX NTIN' 20 2 'RNKX D DMI90N DI NMIYN WX T INI7 1IN R'WAK KN QY 2R
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And these blessings are voluntary and not obligatory... and know that in Eruvin
we learn: “Rabbah said: When | (Rabbah) came to the home of Rav Yehudah, the
guestion was raised as to whether to say Shehehiyanu on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. When | came to Rav Yehuda’s house, he (Rav Yehudah) said: | even
say Shehehiyanu over new squash. He (Rabbah) responded to him: | am not
asking whether it is permitted [to recite Shehehiyanu on Rosh Hashanah]; | am
asking whether it is obligatory [to recite it].” What do we learn from there? [We
learn] that the Shehehiyanu blessing on a new fruit is not obligatory but rather
voluntary.

1. What distinguishes these two opinions?
2. Do they reflect different religious attitudes? Approaches to life?
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