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Source Sheet for E-Shiur: Zohar on the Holidays of Tishrei 
By Dr. Shaiya Rothberg, Teacher in Bible and Jewish Thought 

This edition of the Conservative Yeshiva's E-Shiur is made possible by a generous grant from 
Temple Zion Israelite Center, Miami, Florida.  
 
Zohar Pinchas (2 214a) 
I translated the text and added some notes. The original Aramaic, along with a Hebrew translation, 
can be found below. 
 
As they [Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Chiya] walked along, the sun became hot, and they sat in the shade of 
a great stone in the desert.  
Said Rabbi Elazar: Surely this shade is of soulful happiness.  
Rabbi Chiya said to Rabbi Elazar: These days from Rosh Hashanah until the last day of Sukkot, I need 
to better understand them.  
Rabbi Elazar said: But we have already understood these things, and the companions delved into them.  
Rabbi Chiya said: Certainly, but I heard something about them from the Great and Holy Luminary 
[who is Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai].  
He [R. Elazar] said: Tell us! 
Rabbi Chiya said: I didn't really understand it.  
Rabbi Elazar said: While the companions have already discussed this matter, and it is beautiful, the 
order of these days is a secret of wisdom amongst the reapers in the field. 
  
Come and see: The order of unifying all into one, how does it go? Rabbi Elazar began: We have 
learned, "Hashem has made bare His holy arm" (Isaiah 52:10). This is one arm on which are dependent 
salvation, vengeance, and redemption1. Why? To raise up the Assembly of Israel2 from the dust and to 
welcome Her with Him so as to unite as one3. When that arm is raised up to Her, much fear engulfs the 

                                                 
1

 This is the left arm, as it were, of the Holy One Blessed be He. The Zohar sometimes personifies the different aspects of 
God. The "male" aspect of God is the Holy Blessed One and the "female" aspect is the Shechinah.  
2

 The "Assembly of Israel" is a name for the Shechinah. She is also called here the "Matronita" or Queen.  
3

 When She and He are in loving union, face to face, they form a holy constellation of powers in the universe, like a 
constellation of stars painting a grand picture of lovers in the night sky. In the form of this constellation, the Shechinah and 
the Holy One mend the rift torn open by exile between the divine core of all existence (the upper sefirot) and our world of 
sensual existence (the seventh sefirah – the Shechinah). This rift symbolizes the darkness - the victimization and suffering, 
the oppression and exploitation – characterizing the terrible state of exile that humanity is in. Under that great shadow of evil 
and ugliness, the two lovers were torn apart. She was cast down from Her rightful role as the beautiful, just and loving queen 
of our lower world, into the dust of exile among the nations, far away from Her  lover and the Holy Land. In exile She is 
beaten and raped, broken and downtrodden, together with the crushed and exploited peoples of the world.  
 Since the loving embrace of She and He serves as the conduit of that divine flow from the divine core to the sensual 
world, that flow is cut off when the lovers are separated. Without that flow of divinity, all the evil of exile takes over the world. 
But the union of the Shechinah and the Holy One mends the rift of exile and darkness torn at the very belly and center of 
reality, allowing life and goodness and beauty to come flowing from the core into our sensual-material world. The text from 
the Zohar that you are reading tells how the High Holidays act to mend the rift and bring the lovers together.  
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world, until He rests that arm under Her head to unite with Her, as it is said: "His left hand is under my 
head..." (Song of Songs 2:6). And then judgment rests and He atones for sins4

. Later the right arm 
comes to embrace Her. Then rejoicing engulfs the world, and all faces shine. Subsequently, She enters 
into bodily union [with Him], and then everything is called 'one without schism'. Then everything is 
perfection and everything is joy and they certainly unite, which is not the case at other times. 
     
The days from Rosh Hashanah until the last day of Sukkot follow the pattern described above. On Rosh 
Hashanah, the left arm is awakened to receive the Matronita5. The whole world is then in fear of 
Judgment, and the whole world has to be in complete repentance before the Holy One, blessed be He6. 
Later, on the ninth of the month, the Matronita comes [toward the King] and the children of the palace 
must rejoice and immerse themselves in the river to purify themselves for the union of the Matronita 
[with the King] on the other day [of Yom Kippur], when the left arm of the King will be placed under 
Her head, as it is written, "His left hand is under my head .

7
"  

Then, on the tenth day [which is Yom Kippur], Israel fasts for their sins and are forgiven; for the 
Heavenly Mother8 shines her face to the Matronita in this time of union [with the King through His left 
arm], and the children of the palace are forgiven, since the left arm receives Her on this day, for the 
head of the Matronita rests on the left arm. 
    

On the first day of Sukkot, the right arm awakens to embrace Her9. Then everyone rejoices and all 
faces shine; and there is the joy of pouring pure water on the altar. And people rejoice in all manners of 
happiness; for the right arm is in effect and everywhere that the right arm rests there is joy in all, and 
then there is great happiness and playfulness.     
  
 Later, on the Eighth Day of Assembly [Shemini Atseret] there is the joy of the Torah [Simchat Torah], 
for then is the bodily union [of the King and the Matronita], that is the union of All, for All to be One, 
and this is the perfection of All10. And this day is uniquely Israel's, their portion alone, not shared by 
anyone. Happy are Israel in this world and in the World to Come; about them it is written, "Because 
you are a holy people for Hashem your Lord" (Deut. 14:2) 

                                                 
4

 The stages of the Tishrei Holidays are here choreographed as the movements of the Holy One and the Matronita as She 
rises from the dust to become One with Him. Each stage is further explained, and lined up with the days of the Holidays, in 
the next paragraph.  
5

 This is a name for the Divine Queen or Shechinah.  
6

 The fear of the Day of Judgment, which is Rosh Hashanah, is here understood as the left arm – the arm of judgment and 
retribution – stretched out over the world to smite the wicked and raise the Shechinah from the dust.  
7

 On Yom Kippur the King and Queen first touch each other. In order to make this possible, all of Israel must go to the 
mikveh (as is the tradition on the eve of Yom Kippur) to purify themselves. That's because Israel and the Shechinah are 
closely related. Testimony to the Israel-Shechinah connection is one of Her names, the Assembly of Israel, which appears 
above.   
8

 The Heavenly Mother is yet another name or face of God. She is the source of both the Holy One and the Matronita. On 
Yom Kippur, when the Holy One and the Shechinah begin to embrace, the love and power of the Mother flows down over 
them both. This is power which receives the repentant and forgives sins. She (the Heavenly Mother) is also symbolized by 
the purifying river mentioned above.  
9

 Sukkot represents the continuation of the embrace between the Holy One and the Matronita that began on Yom Kippur. On 
Yom Kippur, the Holy One's left arm was placed under Her head. On the first of Sukkot, He embraces Her with His right arm, 
the arm of loving kindness, as well.  
10

 Finally, on Shmini Atseret, the Eighth Day, the Holy One and the Matronita make love. This is the ultimate divine union, 
bringing life and happiness to the universe as a whole. So the "order of the unification of All", which began on Rosh 
Hashanah, comes to completeness.  
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  ויְָתְבוּ , שִׁמְשָׁא הֲוָה תַּקִּיפָא ,עַד דַּהֲווֹ אָזְלֵי
  אָמַר רִבִּי . דְּחַד טִנָרָא דְּמַדְבְּרָא תְּחוֹת צִלָּא

  .וַדַּאי צִלָּא חֶדְווָתָא דְּנַפְשָׁא הוּא ,אֶלְעָזָר
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

השמש היתה , היו הולכיםכש
וישבו תחת הצל של סלע , חזקה
ודאי צל , אמר רבי אלעזר. במדבר

 . של שמחת הנפש הוא
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